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The terms “hard sell” and “soft sell” are so imbedded in our society that they are commonly used to describe social and professional endeavors as diverse as the gentle art of romance and seduction to scoring a job after a series of tough interviews.  But to sales professionals, choosing between these two approaches to selling is serious business.  (More)
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You know the drill.  You are a small business owner with a product to sell; or perhaps an unknown writer with a story to tell the world.  Or maybe, for whatever reason, the only product you are selling is yourself.  In any case, you have a need for lots of publicity; preferably the kind that is free, or at least inexpensive, to obtain.  (more)
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What weighs nine ounces, contains brightly colored pictures of jungle animals, and discusses such complex subjects as team building, crisis management, and pandemic preparedness in simplistic terms that anyone can understand?  The answer is Denver Roopchand’s engaging and educational book, “Pandemics Paradigms & Pachyderms.” (More)
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As a rule, I try to avoid using the term “coffee table book” when describing a book I am reviewing.  To me, this is a pejorative term denoting a common place appendage to the living room that lies mostly unnoticed and almost always unread. “Railroad 1869,” by Eugene Arundel Miller has the look and feel of a coffee table book, but that’s where the similarities end.  (More)
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Judges are supposed to be impartial and should never get involved in politics.  Right?  Well, not exactly; and it is the “not exactly” part that makes Francis J Donovan’s book, “The Judge Talks Politics,” so interesting to read. (More)
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My first thought when I picked up Dr. Hunter’s book, “A New Kind of Conservative,” was, “Here we go again; another ultra-right wing, evangelical preacher on his soap box,  ranting and railing against the sins of our society and the failures of our secular government.”    But I soon realized that he is nothing of the sort.  (More)
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Ben McGowan is an angry man, and his book, “U.S. Citizens Wake Up & Be Afraid!,” delivers that message with sledge hammer-like efficiency starting with the second paragraph of the introduction which states: “I am The Guy Next Door, just one of the silent majority that has sat back too long and allowed our current and past leaders in Washington to lead our nation down a road of disgrace.”  (More)
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As an American who once lived and worked in Tokyo during the go-go years of the 1980s, I've often wondered what life was like in the 1990s when the bottom fell out of the economy and Japan endured the worst recession since World War II. Surely, I thought, the financial, emotional, and psychological effects of this decade-long experience would cause profound changes in a society who once considered a downturn in their previously robust economy as unthinkable as an invasion of aliens from outer space.
(More)
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Crab fishermen are “hot” these days, the latest in a long series of American folk heroes. If you don’t believe me, watch The Deadliest Catch, the latest reality TV show.  There, you can see the captains and their crews risking life and limb to fish, as large waves crash over their boats in the frigid waters of the Bering Sea off the western coast of Alaska, while the music of popular rocker Bon Jovi blares in the background. What is it all about?  Why are they doing this?  (More)
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Michael Taylor makes no bones about the intent of his book “A New Conversation with Men.”  It is nothing less than to create a new paradigm of masculinity in this country. (More)
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It is a case of power run amok, pure and simple; and unless Aldric, a consummate purveyor of black magic is stopped, life in the Kingdom of Myrridia will never be the same, and thousands of innocent lives will be lost.  This is the basic premise of Debra Killeen’s latest book, a gripping and well written work of fiction and fantasy entitled “Legacy of the Archbishop.” (More)
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It is April 1898 and America’s eyes are focused on the new century and to the war with Spain that was sure to come.  For many, the new century promised to be one of innovation and progress.   Telephones and electricity were already making their appearance in homes and offices, and rumors abounded about the “horseless carriage” which would eventually make its appearance as well.  But not all Americans were focused on the new century, or on the prospect of a war with Spain. (More)
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Recently I had the opportunity to review a draft copy of “After Midnight,” and it was a scary experience, to say the least - not because of the author’s writing, which is more a stream of consciousness narrative than anything else, but because of the nightmarish visions of blood, gore and death that the reader must endure while following him on a guided tour of hell.  Welcome to the bowels of evil. Welcome to the world of Irish writer, Patrick Cunningham.  (More)
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Everyone loves a good shoot ‘em up, fast-moving, international thriller, and I am no exception.  But what makes an ordinary international thriller “good?”   It’s all in the eyes of the beholder, of course, but I believe three ingredients are essential: 1) The story should take place in a time and location that readers can relate to or would like to know more about;  2) The plot has to be interesting and believable; not too complicated and not too simple;  and 3)  There should be a rich cast of supporting characters who literally represent the good, the bad, and the ugly;  and if the reader has trouble divining the true motive of the characters, it’s even better.  (More)
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In early 1968, Oleksandr “Sasha” Ivanov, a determined and passionate young Soviet journalist, came to the United States to write about the impending collapse of America’s Capitalistic Society.  There was little time to waste, for in his view this catastrophic event would take place in just six months, scarcely enough time to record his impressions  in the diary he kept constantly at hand.  This diary would later provide the basis for Alexander J. Motyl’s delightful and well-written novel, “Who Killed Andrei Warhol.”  (Andy Warhol, by the way, was of Ukrainian parentage, which explains why the Ukrainian version of this famous American artist’s first name was used.)  (More)
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It was an act of incredible courage and sacrifice, one of heroic proportions.  But Timothy Wrenn was not a heroic figure, far from it.  Yet, during a moment of divine inspiration he stepped outside the fabric of his everyday, humdrum existence and did the unthinkable; he took his entire savings and purchased another man's freedom.  (More)
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“Walking to Extremes” is one of those rare books that defies categorization.  It is a magical book, for sure; one fashioned from a rich fabric that seems to be skillfully woven by a consortium of poets, raconteurs, philosophers, naturalists, outdoorsmen, and hikers; and so it is, except that the consortium exists only in the mind of one man - Howard McCord. (More)
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Westerns have been around for a long time, and there is no better reading on a rainy weekend, especially when sitting in an easy chair in front of a warm fire.  But Westerns are pretty much the same aren’t they?  Well ---yes---and that’s what makes Sean Chandler’s “Gospel of the Gun” such a pleasure to read.  His approach to fashioning the characters and developing the plot is different than most Western writers.  (More)
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The basic premise of Jerry Burgener’s well-written and moving book, “Desert Journey,” is this: A middle-aged man, battered by a series of failed relationships and filled with self-doubt, decides to take a couple of months off and travel to the American Southwest.  Once there, he plans to do very little but ride his horse, enjoy the breathtaking scenery of the Superstition Mountains, and maybe---just maybe---sort out the issues that had been plaguing his life.  But destiny had something different in mind for him, and what was waiting for him in those mountains, was the start of a profound, mystical journey of self-discovery, facilitated by a wise and ageless Indian who soon became his mentor and spiritual advisor.  (More)
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What if Al Gore and the environmentalists have it all wrong?  What if the culprit behind all the earth’s ills is not mankind, but Mother Nature herself?  This is the premise of “Chicago Bob,” an entertaining and educational book by James Sheets. (More)







